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BARNARD  CASTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Mk.  CllAIUilAN  AND  GeNTJ^EMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  suhiuit  my  report  for  the  year  1938,  a year, 
o\vin<>'  to  the  World  Crisis,  of  vastly  increased  leg'islature  with  resulting- 
heavy  calls  upon  the  personnel  of  the  Health  Services. 

In  April,  1939,  1 was  appointed  Medical  Officer  to  the  Itural  and 
to  the  Orhan  Districts  of  this  Area  and  Medical  Officer  to  the  Marwood  Isola- 
tion Hospital.  In  addition,  ])art  of  my  time  is  devoted  to  the  Durham 
County  Councirs  Health  Services. 

The  long-drawn-out  winter  reaped  a heavy  mortality  rate  among  the 
old  people.  More  than  half  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  persons  of  (io  years 
and  over.  Deaths  from  Cancer  showed  the  low  total  of  3U,  in  s])ite  of  the 
larger  proportion  of  the  population  nocv  siUA'iving  to  a greater  age  when 
Cancer  is  more  prevalent.  As  one  would  expect,  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels  exact  a heavy  toll  among  the  old  people  owing  to  the  tact  that 
the  heart  muscle  wears  out  from  the  burden  of  many  years  of  toil  and  strife, 
llapinljg  there  were  only  a few  cases  of  serious  infectious  diseases,  although 
Scarlet  Fever  still  i>ursues  an  endemic  tiend.  A branch  of  preventive  medi- 
cine which  is  causing  me  some  unrest  is  that  of  Diphtheretic  Immunization. 
At  the  moment,  with  regard  to  this  subject,  we  are  far  from  being  in  a 
happy  j)osition.  My  estimate  of  the  child  })oi)ulation  of  2-1 1 years  is  3, 0(H), 
of  which  approximately  one-tenth  are  immunized.  AVhen  one  recollects  that 
diphtheria  is  always  with  us  and  that  every  five  years  or  so  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease,  it  is  obvious  that  a campaign  tor 
imnmnization  will  soon  have  to  be  effected.  Infantile  sickness  and  infant 
mortality  rates  still  show  a satisfactory  state. 

Considerable  ])rogress  has  been  made  with  the  housing  i)rogranune. 
During  the  year  IG  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed.  At  Fvenwood  3G 
houses  are  under  notice  for  demolition  and  repairs.  Although  this  is  satis- 
factory as  far  as  it  goes,  there  still  remains  a large  amount,  mostly  in  the 
eastern  area,  of  insanitary  and  defective  property  which  will  have  to  be 
rectified  in  the  near  future.  One  should  always  have  in  view  the  fact  that 
resi>iratory  diseases,  rheumatism,  infective  fevers,  and  many  minor  ills, 
show  a definite  and  progressive  increase  as  the  houses  deterioiate. 

That  comparatively  new-comer  of  preventitive  disability — A.lt.P. 
Science — has  made  serious  inroads  on  the  time  of  all  health  ofiicials.  The 
wisdom  or  otherwise,  of  inflicting  a ])urely  military  subject  upon  civil 
authorities  is  not  one  that  can  be  advantageoiisly  discussed  here.  The  de- 
mands of  this  subject  are  so  vast  and  exacting  that  one  cannot  help  feeling 
that  some  other  parts  of  our  Pidtlic  Health  machinery  will  inadvertently 
receive  less  attention  than  they  otherwise  would. 

Although  my  time  with  you  has  been  brief,  I have  already  great 
cause  to  thank  the  Councillors  and  Officials  for  their  help  in  aiding  me  to 
fulfil  my  duties.  A’our  late  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Dawson,  has  been  i)articu- 
larly  helpful  and  always  ready  to  assist  me  on  matters  appertaining  to  my 

llEOIAALD  C.  F.  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MEDICAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  BARNARD  CASTLE  RURAL  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers. 


Medical  Officer  of  Ilealih,  lle<>inald  F.  Smith,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.IMI., 
Medical  Certifier  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  Etc. 

Sanitary  Inspecfoi',  Jolin  (feorp'e  Middleton,  Meinher  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Association  and  Associate  of  the  lloyal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Public  Vaccinators,  Drs.  T>eishnian,  "Wai'd,  lli<  l<ey,  i\ndeI^on,  and 
Dawson. 


SECTION  “A.” 

,^3eneral  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  110,009 

Pep'istiar  Cenerars  estimate  of  resident 

poi)ulation  uiid-19-‘i8  ...  ...  ...  17,800 

Pepistrar  (leneial's  modified  estimate,  for 
statistical  ])urposes,  as  the  aiea  was  sub- 
ject to  chanpe  of  boundary  durinp"  the 
year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10, -180 

Xumber  of  iidiabifed  houses  (end  of  1988) 

accordinp'  to  Pate  Books  ...  ...  0,4-10 

Pateahle  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £08,882 

Sum  rejjresented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £218 


The  chief  industries  are  apriculture,  coal  mininp-  and  stone  quarry- 

inp'. 

The  incidence  of  unemployment  in  the  area  is  shown  by  the  tollow- 
inp  aveiape  yearly  leturns  which  I have  obtained  fiom  the  Divisional  Con- 
troller, ^Ministry  of  Labour,  Xc  wcastle-upon-Tyne. 


Local  Office 

13th  Jlarcli,  1939. 

14th  March,  1938. 

Men 

(18-01) 

Women 

(18-04) 

TOTAL 

(18-01) 

Men 

(18-64) 

Women 

(18-04) 

4'04'A  L 
(18-04) 

Cock  Held 

808 

15 

823 

041 

10 

051 

Gainford 

68 

4 

72 

93 

1 

94 

Viddleton- 

in-'l'eesdale 

132 

l' 

133 

201 

1 

202 

'I'OTALS... 

908 

20 

928 

830 

12 

817 

Juveniles  (aped  14-17)  for  the  above  areas  are  repistered  at  Bishop 
Auckland  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

TOTAL  Male  Female 

Live  Births:  Lef>itimaie  1 j 22G  122  104 

Illeoiiimate  i ' 20  9 11 

Live  Birih  Bale,  14.1  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 

ronespondinp-  Pate  for  Knoland  and  "Wale.s,  Id.],  and  foi'  1-18 
Smaller  Towns  (Pesident  Populalion.s  20,000  to  dO, 000  at  19-‘ll  Census)  Id. 4. 


TOTAL 

Male 

Female 

Still  Births: 

liCoitimate 

1 - I 

If 

7 

4 

Illeo'itimate 

0 

0 

0 

Still  Birth  Pate  ])er  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  hirths,  42.7 
(or  O.GO  per  1,000  of  the  poi)ulation  ) . 

Coirespondino’  Pale  for  Kn<>land  and  4Vales,  O.tJt)  per  1 ,t)00  of  ])o])n- 
tion  and  for  148  Smaller  Towns  t).(i4. 


TOTAL  Male  Female 

Deaths.  224  128  !)G 

Death  Pate  per  l.tlOO  of  Population  12.0 
For  Knnland  and  Wales  ...  1 1 .() 

For  148  Smaller  Towns  ...  Il.t) 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

RATE  per  1,000  total  (live 
DEATHS  and  still  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0 

Oliiei-  Puer])eral  causes  0 0 

Pate  for  Fnpland  and  Wales  (totals)  G.t)8 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

9 

4 

Legitimate 

9 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

I 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Inve  Births 
En<>land  and  Wales 
148  Smaller  Towns 

Leo'itimate  Infants  per  1 ,t)t)0  Ijepitimate  liive  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants  j)er  l,0t)t)  Illegitimate  lave  Births 
Deaths  fiom  Cancer  (all  a<>'es) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  a”es) 

,,  ,,  4Vhoopin<>'  Cou<>-h  (all  af>'es) 

,,  ,,  Dianluea  (under  2 years  of  api'e)  ... 


dd.8 

dd 

dl 

d8.8 


GO 

0 

0 


G 


Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  h'cver 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

U 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

Whooping-Cough 

U 

0 

0 

l)i})htheria 

U 

2 

Intlueuza  ... 

1 

3 

Fiicephalitis  Jjethargica 

0 

0 

0 

( 'erebro-Si)iual  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Itespiratorv  Svsteiii 

1 

3 

4 

(Uher  Tuberculosis 

U 

0 

0 

S3philis 

0 

0 

0 

Geiieral  Paralj'sis  of  the  Insane,  etc. 

0 

0 

0 

( 'ancer 

...  lb 

lb 

30 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

...  10 

11 

21 

1 1 eart  Diseases 

...  37 

21 

b8 

Aneurvsm  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Circulatorv  Diseases  ... 

...  lU 

b 

lb 

Hronchitis 

2 

b 

7 

Pneumonia  all  forms 

G 

8 

Other  Kespiratorj'  Diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

0 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 yr.) 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  ...  ... 

U 

0 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

3 

r 

i) 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

6 

8 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

( tther  Puerperal  Diseases 

U 

0 

0 

Congenital  Debilitv,  Premature  Birth 

8 

3 

11 

Senility 

2 

b 

7 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Violence 

...  10 

0 

id 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

...  11 

7 

18 

Causes  ill-defined  or  not  known 

1 

0 

1 

Totals  ... 

128 

96 

224 

SECTION 

“B.” 

General  Provision  of  Health 

Services  for  the  Area. 

The  details  of  the  Staff  are  incorporated  at 

the 

beginning 

of  the 

report. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  former  years  laboratory  work  to  assist  iiractitioiiers  in  <he 
(lia<>’iiosis  of  cases  of  (li[)hllieria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis  and  venereal 
diseases,  etc.,  was  cariied  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  King's 
College,  Kewcastle-upoii-Tyne. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 


There  is  one  ambulance  al  llaudolpli  Colliery,  Eveiiwoud,  and 
recently  the  JJarlinp  ton  Memoiial  Hospital  m as  presented  with  an  ambulance 
for  the  use  of  contributors  under  the  Memorial  Hospital  Contributory 
vScheme.  Ambuhuices  aie  available  for  Infectious  fever  cases:  otherwise,  the 
ambulance  facilities  for  the  district  are  totally  inadequate;  and  this  deficiency 
in  equipment  will  becojue  more  appaient  as  schemes  for  Air  Haid  Precau- 
tions mature. 

School  Medical  Services. 

Children  attembnji'  elementary  schools  are  examined  by  your  Medical 
(Jliicer  of  Health  as  j)art  of  his  duties  with  the  Hiuhani  County  Council. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham  County  Council 
are  hehl  at  Hutterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Staindrop,  and 
Wilton  Park. 

Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  is  only  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hosi)ital  at  Marwood  whic  h is 
controlled  by  the  Amddand,  Shihlon  and  AVillin<>ton  Joint  Hosjcital  Hoard. 
The  hos])ital  has  P2  beds  for  scarlet  fever  cases  and  14  for  cases  of  diphtheria 
and  there  is  one  resident  nurse  in  (diar<>e.  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  from 
the  Eastern  Area  are  sent  to  Tindal  Crescent  Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland. 

SECTION  “C.” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  (i. ) Water. — The  Upper  Teesdale  Water  Supicly  passing'  throug'h  Forest, 

Bowlees  and  Aewbiof>in  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Ao  systematic  bacteriologdcal  investigations  are  carried  out  of 
water  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council  but  water  siqcplies  under 
the  control  of  the  Tees  Valley  W^ater  Board  and  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board  are  regularly  examined. 

(ii.)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Improvements  were  carried  out  at  the 
Cocdcheld  sewage  disposal  works  and  large  schemes  weie 
l)lanned  for  sewerage  works  for  Evenwood  and  Barony,  Lyne- 
saede  and  Softley,  and  AVeodland. 

(iii.)  Xo  cases  of  Tyi)hoid  occurred  during  the  year. 

'2.  Divers  and  Streams. — Ao  pollution  was  detected  deiring  the  year. 

d.  (i.)  Closet  Accommodation. — Schemes  are  in  i)reparation  tor  the  con- 
version of  ash-closets  of  the  worst  type  to  the  water  carriage 
system  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  ])ioportion  of  ash-(dosets 
and  ash-pit  privies  to  water  closets  is  as  high  as  4 to  1 tlien  we 
must  realise  tluil  we  liave  scarcely  yet  emerged  from  a state  of 
})riniitive  sanitation  and  I uige  the  Council  to  make  these 
schemes  operative  as  soon  as  possible. 
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(il.)  PuLlic  ( — Scaveii>>iiig  aud  refuse  (lisjuKsal  are  earried  out 
by  file  eontiacts  lei  annually.  This  may  be  llie  only  inelliod  at 
])resenl  but  the  sysleiu  should  be  reviewed  from  lime  to  lime  so 
as  lo  <>'et  more  unified  coi.lrol  aud  more  direct  supervisiou  by  the 
C'ouucil. 

(iii.)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — A tabiilar  statement  is  found 
under  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  report,  whi(di  shows  a total  of 
•'),8-’)4  inspections  carried  out.  From  the  fact  that  housinp-  in- 
spections accounted  for  1,132  of  these  visits,  we  can  realise  the 
importance  that  is  being'  placed  u})on  one  of  the  big  problems 
of  the  area. 

(iv.)  Shoi)s. — Xo  formal  notices  were  re(|uired  under  the  i)rovisions  of  the 
Shoi)s  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of 
shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences. 

(v.)  Smoke  Abatement. — Only  one  informal  notice  was  found  necessary. 

(vi.)  Swimming  Ihiths  and  Ikols. — There  are  no  such  baths  or  pools  in 
the  area. 

(vii.)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — Action  in  this  respect  has  been  under- 
taken by  the  Sanitary  lns])ectors  and  is  given  in  their  report. 

4.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supplies  of  schools  are  generally  satis- 
factory but  those  schools  without  water  supplies  shoidd  receive  the  early 
consideration  of  the  Council. 


SECTION  “D.” 

Housing. 

The  statistical  re})ort  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  indicates  the 
])rogress  that  is  being  made  in  the  improvement  of  i)roperty  for  the  agricul- 
tural population  or  persons  of  similar  economic  means  under  the  Housing 
(Bural)  Workers  Act. 

There  were  no  new  houses  built  by  the  liocal  Authority  and  only  18 
by  private  enterprise.  The  sitiiation  is  receiving  the  closest  investigation, 
schemes  are  being  developed  and  definite  progress  is  being  made. 

The  total  number  of  overcrowded  houses  is  18G,  situated  as  follows: 
— Evenwood  and  Barony,  Cockheld,  Lynesack  and  Softley,  Middiet on-in- 
Teesdale,  West  Auckland,  Staindro]),  Woodland,  Ingleton,  Eggleston,  Forest 
and  Frith,  Xewbiggin,  Winston,  Hilton,  Marwood,  Streatlam  and  vStainton, 
AVackerfiehl,  Ilamsterley,  Gainford,  Headlam,  Eangton,  and  AA^horlton. 

SECTION  “E.” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Becords  are  fully  reported  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Iteport. 

(a)  Alilk  Sii|)ply. — ( )f  the  milk  producers  only  five  ])cr  cent.  i)roduce 
accredited  or  T.T.  milk;  this  is  a very  low  ])crcentage  but  there  is 
evidence  that  the  number  is  steadily  increasing. 
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(ii)  ^lent  ;iii(l  other  h'ood.s. — Freciueiit  inspections  were  carried  out  and 
details  are  <>iven  later  in  the  repoit. 

(e)  Adulteration,  etc. — The  only  action  taken  by  your  otheials  under  ilegu- 
lations  iy2-l — 29  was  in  respect  of  milk  sainplinj>'. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — Milk  supplies 

only. 

(e)  Xutrition. — There  were  no  special  investi<^'atioiis  carried  out. 

(f)  Shell-tish. — This  section  does  not  ai)ply  to  the  district. 


SECTION  “F.” 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

TTiirteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  the  rate  hein^'  U.74  per 
Foot)  of  the  po])ulation  com])aied  with  a rate  of  1.49  for  England  and  AVales. 
The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows: — • 

('ockfiehl  2 

Evenwood  6 

and  one  case  from  each  of  five  villages. 

Since  the  immunisation  scheme  was  introduced  in  l9T(i,  472  (diildren 
in  the  area  u ere  inoculated  by  the  “one  shot”  method  using  Alum  Breci[)i- 
tated  Toxoid  (A.F.T.).  This  number  re])resents  probably  less  than  2t)  ]>er 
cent,  of  the  (hildren  aged  1-11  years  and  is  a disappointing  result  and  also 
omits  a Aerv  important  age  group  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria,  i.e.,  ages 
12-10. 

")0  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  the  rate  being  4.00  jrer  1 ,0t)0 
of  the  ))opnlation  com])ared  with  2.43  for  England  and  AVales.  The  cases 
were  distributed  as  follows: — 


Cockfiedd  ... 

7 

Evenwood  

2 

vStaindrop  

2 

A1  iddleton-in-Teesdale 

10 

G a inford  

8 

Butterknowle  

4 

Eggleston  

4 

Eorest  

() 

and  one  case  from  each  of  nine  villages. 

It  will  be  noted  that  most  of  the  cases  of  scailet  fever  occuri'ed  in 
the  parishes  of  ( 'oc  kfiehl,  A1  iddleton-in-Teesdale,  Forest,  and  Gaintord. 

Two  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  both  from  Michlleton-in-Tees- 
dale.  Immediate  and  fidl  invc'stigations  were  made  to  trace  the  source  of 
infec  tion,  and  all  icrecautions  were  taken  to  irrevent  the  sjrread  of  infection. 
No  further  outbreak  occurred. 

Xo  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  j)rophy- 
laxis  or  attenuation. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Disease 

Total  Cases  Notified. 

Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

dO 

49 

1 

Diphtheria 

Id 

13 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

u 

0 

u 

Puer])eral  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

(J 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Tjcthai 

o’ica 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Primarv  Pneumonia 

7 

0 

( iphthalmia  Xeonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

2 

0 

0 

Analvsis 

of  the 

Total 

Notified  ( 'ases 

of  Infectious  Diseases 

(other  than  Tuhei 

cul  osis ) 

in  ao'e  <> 

roups. 

Under 

1 

2 

3 4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

1 

to 

to 

to  to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

year 

2 

3 

4 5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

over 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  0 

1 

2 

2 2 

22 

12 

2 

d 

4 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  0 

0 

t) 

0 d 

3 

9 

t) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pneiuuonia 

0 

0 

0 0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

...  0 

0 

t) 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

? 

0 

Frvsipclas 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Fnce])halitis 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 0 

1 

0 

0 

1) 

0 

0 

0 

Dysenteiy 

...  0 

0 

t) 

t)  0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Xo  aciion  was  taken  under  Section  (i(i  of  the  l‘ul)lic  Health  Act,  Ih'-id. 


Tuberculosis. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  tlie  Public 
Health  (Pievention  of  Tubercidosis ) Peonlations  1 ns  no  ]>ei  son  cn<‘a<>ed 
in  the  milk  trade  was  notified  as  suft'eriii”'  from  Tidieicnlosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1338. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Periods  MFMF  MFMF 


1 


d 

3 

2 

Id  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2d  ... 

1 

1 

i 2 

3d  . . . 

I 

4d  ... 

d ^ 1 

dd 

1 

(id  and  upwards 

Totals  ... 

3 

2 

4 

4 

1 3 

U 


Air  Raid  Precautions. 


Followino'  upon  the  A.lt.P.  Act  of  1937  -and  the  8ei)teml)er  Chisis, 
tlicre  has  l)cen  an  avalanche  of  lle”'ulations  and  Orders  from  the  Home  Olhce 
and  the  ^linistry  of  Ilealtli.  With  commendalde  ])rom])t itiide  and  zeal  the 
ll(>alth  Ollicials  at  once  lacdded  this  problem  and  soon  had  initialed  a worh- 
alile  scheme.  The  nmdeus  of  llie  scheme  consists  of: — 


Pulico  Warning. 


Central  Depot,  4.“!,  Galgate. 


i Chief  Personnel 

( First  Aid  Post  (1 ) F.venwood 
First  Aid  I’arties  (lij 
I.  Supervision 


'I  f Clerks 


1 


iMessengers 
blotting  Doom 


{Evacuation  of 
Refugees  (3,( 
Sup()lies 
Supervision 


I Sup()lies 


( Decontamination  Squads  (3) 

I Rescue  Parties  (2j 
.^anilary  Inspector  ■(  Ambulances  (!)j 
1 Cars  (Gj 

Chief  A. R.  Warden  ^ Assistants 

I 

Wardens  (254) 

Depots  : Middleton,  'I'oft  Hill,  Gainford,  Staindiop,  Cockfield,  Duttcrknorvle. 


At  the  present  time  we  still  have  a shortage  of  women  drivers  for 
amhidances  and  men  for  decontamination  services.  A further  su])])ly  of  gas 
masks  has  now  ( omj)leted  our  quota. 

Classes  for  Fii  st-Aid  and  Anti -Gas  Courses  were  given  by  four  of  ih(‘ 
local  doctors  and  the  Sanitary  Insjiee  tor.  The  attendance  of  the  volrrnteers 
was  exceptionally  good  and  all  were'  keenly  interested  in  the  work. 
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Barnard  Castle  Rural  District 
Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1938, 


To  the  Chairman  and  ^Ie]nl)ers  of  the 
ffarnard  Castle  llural  Distiict  Coiinoil. 


(lENTLEMEN, 

I herewith  submit  my  animal  report  dealino'  with  the  sanitary  cir- 
cumstances of  your  district  durin<>’  the  year  endino-  .‘list  December,  1988. 

This  year  has  broup-ht  about  many  changes  connected  with  Public 
Health  matters  and  steady  legislation  is  being  consolidated,  but  duties 
are  becoming  correspondingly  heavier.  The  result  of  the  Government 
making  Local  Authorities  responsible  for  the  preparation  and  administra- 
tion of  Air  Paid  Precaution  Schemes,  has  thrown  a tremendous  amount  of 
work  upon  the  Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities,  and  as  long  as  it 
remaius,  the  health  services  are  bound  to  be  neglected,  unless  a sejiarate 
department  is  organised  to  deal  with  it,  or  additional  stall'  engaged  to  faci- 
litate the  burdens  of  these  officials. 

Xo  outstanding  changes  in  the  policy  of  the  various  services  was 
brought  about  during  the  year.  It  is,  however,  with  the  dee])est  regrcd  that 
I must  mention  and  pay  tribute  to  the  invaluable  help  I received  from  my  ]>re- 
decessor,  the  late  Mr.  P.  P rown.  His  tragic  ending  is  still  vivid  in  our 
memories,  and  though  he  lias  been  lelieved  from  the  troubles  of  life  his 
work,  and  the  changes  he  helped  to  biing  about  for  the  betterment  of  the 
health  of  the  district,  will  kee]i  reminding  us  of  his  long  and  invaluable  ser- 
vice to  this  Council.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Smith,  has  left  me  to  fulfil  the 
vacancy  of  Sanitary  Surveyor  to  this  Council,  and  I trust  he  will  have  an 
eipially  successful  term  of  office. 

A review  of  the  year's  work  shows  that  the  question  of  housing 
accommodation  has  taken  a piominent  part  in  the  activities  of  the  Health 
officials. 


In  Febiuary  a Ministerial  Inquiry  was  held  into  an  application  for 
the  demolition  of  L‘5  houses  in  P Cleaiance  ()rders.  Four  oiders  were  con- 
tiiined  and  in  the  other  instance,  pio])osals  made  for  the  lecoiiditioiiiiig  of 
of  the  jiroperty  by  the  owners,  were  accepted. 

Further  Orders  were  made  dui  ng  the  year  comprising  some  44  houses. 

I should  like  to  see  the  proposals  made  by  you  for  the  rehousing  of 
families  living  in  overcrowded  condit  ions,  in  the  Eastern  portion  of  our  area 
actually  materialise  this  coming  year.  Many  obstacles  have  prevented  the 
work  being  started  before  now,  but  at  the  time  of  writing’  they  seem  to  have 
been  overcome,  and  a course  laid  open  for  rapid  progress. 

Xo  legal  proceedings  were  found  to  be  necessary  during  the  year,  the 
major  portion  of  work  required  being  completed  amicably  with  those  con- 
cerned. 
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Water. 


The  water  supplies  maintained  their  higdi  quality  of  wholesomeiiess, 
and  no  complaints  weie  received  during  Ihe  year,  adverse  to  this  report. 

The  Springs  siipplying  the  ('(lUiicirs  schemes  for  Middleton-in-Tees- 
dale.  Woodland  and  ( 'o(  Icfield,  consi(!erahly  reduced  their  yield  during  the 
diy  period  of  the  year,  hut  no  shortage  of  any  .serious  nature  Avas  encountered. 

The  Tees  Talley  Water  Board  supply  from  their  mains  passing 
through  your  area,  the  Townships  of  Whorlton,  Winston,  Westwick,  (Teat- 
lam,  Staindrop,  (lainford,  lleadlam,  Ingleton,  Hilton,  and  the  Barnard  ('astle 
Darlington  Koad  area  of  the  Parish  of  Marwood.  Other  portions  of  the’  Par- 
ishes of  (jainford,  Marwood,  and  Winston  ahutting  on  to  the  main  line,  are 
connected  as  it  ]>asses  hy. 

The  Tees  Talley  Water  Board  obtain  their  water  from  the  upper 
contributaries  of  the  Biver  Tees.  This  water  being  upland  surface  is  of  a 
soft  character,  and  of  a high  standaid  of  purity. 

The  Durham  (,'ounty  Water  Board  .SAipply  the  Eastern  portion  of 
the  area,  Avhich  includes  the  Townshijis  of  Ilamsterley,  Butterknowle,  Even- 
Avood,  Toft  Hill,  Etherley,  and  a portion  of  Copley.  This  .supply,  too,  is  of 
the  highest  standard  of  purity,  and  is  subjected  to  systematic  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  by  this  Board. 

The  Parishes  supplied  Avith  schemes  maintained  by  you  are  XeAvbig- 
gin-in-Teesdale,  Eorest-in-Teesdale  (portion),  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Cock- 
field,  Woodland,  Streatlam  and  Stainton,  Baby  and  KeA’erstone,  and 
Wackerfield. 

In  the  other  ])ortions  of  your  area  the  SAipplies  are  either  priA*ately 
oAvned  Avells,  or  spiings  or  public  Avells,  Avhich  yield  Avater  of  a satisfactory 
(diaracter,  but  trouble  is  expejienced  in  many  instances,  due  to  shortage  in 
di'oughty  Aveather. 

The  pipe  line  fiom  the  Cat-level  Spring’,  one  of  the  spjings  on  the 
Middleton-in-Teesdale  sui)ply,  was  relaid  during  the  year  Avith  2-imdi  a.sbes- 
tos  pipes,  the  old  pipes  bring  non-socketed  field  pipes. 

A small  extension  Avas  made  on  the  Cockfield  line  to  the  ncAv  houses 
provided  b\-  the  Torth-Eastern  Housing  Association,  at  Long  lAone,  Cock- 
field. 


SUPPLIES  IN  OTHER  PARTS  OF  YOUR  AREA. 


No.  of 

Parish 

Houses 

Village 

Source  of  Supply 

Bolam 

20 

Bolam. 

Privately  oAvned  Avells. 

Isolated  houses  : Privately  oAvned 

Avells.  To  piped  supply. 

Ilamsterley 

121 

Ilamsterley 

Piped  supply  by  Durham  County  Water 
Board. 

Isolated  houses  ; Privately  oAvned 

Avells. 

Hilton 

20 

Hilton 

Pi]ied  Supply  by  Baby  Estates  (liord 
llarnard ) . 

Isolated  houses  ; Privately  oAvned 

Avells. 

10 


T^anoleydale 

& SlioUon  38 


Morton  Tiiimoutli  G 
Itahy  Kevorstoiie  39 


South  Bedhurn  73 


Isolated  lioiises  : Piped  supply  to 

several  houses  by  this  Counc-il 
(AVoodlaiid  and  (Vuktield  su])plies 
extensions).  Pipc’d  supi)ly  liy  Kahy 
Estates  (Lord  Barnard)  : I’enny 

Hill  Sprint-  (4  houses).  Kinninvii' 
supply  (extension  ot ) . Shotton 
supply  (3  houses).  Best  of  Parish — 
Private  wells. 

Piped  supply  ( Hilton  extension)  hy 
Bahy  Estates  (Lord  Barnard). 

Piped  supply  to  Bahy  Castle  and  sur- 
rounding' area  hy  Bahy  Estates 
(Lord  Barnard). 

Piped  supi)ly  to  Bahy  Moor  area  (4 
houses) . 

Keverstone  area  piped  sup])ly  hy  this 
Council  (Extension  from  AVackei- 
field  AA^ater  Supply  ) . 

Other  isolated  liouses  : Piivate  wells 

and  spring's. 

Privately  owned  wells  and  s])iing's. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  for  tlie  Parishes  of 
AA'oodland,  Lynesack  and  Softley,  and  Evenwood,  were  commenced  in  Alay. 
Tliese  schemes  will  do  away  with  a huge  numher  of  tanks  and  cesspools, 
which  are  constantly  giving  n’se  to  gt  neral  coni])laints. 

A new  9-inch  sewer  was  laid  to  replace  an  existing  defective  sewei 
at  Cross  Bow,  Tjands. 

A defective  sewer  at  Alpine  Tei'iace,  Evenwood,  was  also  ie])laced. 

Alessrs.  Balfours,  of  Newcastle  have  keen  given  instructions  to 
make  a suryey,  and  report  to  you  tlie  ])rohahle  cost  of  a scheme  for  the 
sewerage  of  Toft  Hill.  This  scheme,  too,  is  long  overdue,  and  should  you 
eventually  decide  to  carry  it  out,  another  rung  in  the  laddei'  of  ])iimitive 
sewerage  schemes,  taken  over  hy  yo\i  fiom  the  foinier  Auckland  District, 
will  have  heen  renewed. 

The  eft'luents  from  the  existing  sewage  woiks  in  your  area  have  on 
the  whole  heen  very  satisfactory. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

As  in  previous  years  the  possible  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in 
your  area,  has  heen  carefully  looked  for.  No  formal  action  was  found  to 
he  necessary  in  connection  with  this,  although  complaintis  have  heen 
received  about  the  polhitiou  of  the  Biver  Tees  hy  washings  from  cpiarries  in 
the  upper  regions  of  Teesdale.  This  matter  is  at  present  being  investigated, 
and  I hope  the  ground  for  complaints  will  soon  he  removed. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 


The  privy  conversion  scheme  referred  to  in  my  1937  report  to  yon, 
was  not  made  ett'ective  durinp-  the  year.  At  the  time  ot  writinp-,  however, 
tenders  are  being  invited  for  its  execntion. 

After  the  completion  of  the  new  sewerage  schemes,  I shonld  like 
to  see  yon  go  forward  with  a further  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  closets 
to  the  water  carriage  system.  It  will  be  iiu])ossible  to  convert  all  closets  in 
yonr  area  into  water  closets,  as  many  portions  ot  yoiir  area  are  extremely 
scattered,  but  at  the  present  time  there  are  still  in  existence  some  2,940  ash- 
closets,  and  1,007  ash  pit  privies,  compared  with  1,001  water  (doset's,  and 
it  will  be  quite  possible  to  considerably  reduce  this  nnmber. 

The  nnmber  of  private  conversions  made  during  the  year  was  00  asli 
closets  into  water  (dosets. 


Public  Cleansing. 


Xo  alterations  in  the  general  arrangement  of  District  scavenging 
was  made  during  the  year. 

New  districts  had  to  be  formed  in  the  portion  of  the  Parish  of  West 
Anckland,  on  account  of  the  C'onnty  lleview  Order. 

Scavenging  on  the-  whole  was  carried  ont  salisfactoiily,  but  eveiy 
year  the  need  becomes  more  a])])arent  for  diiecd  scavenging  in  those  ])oi lions 
of  yonr  district  adaptable  to  it. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  for  the  year  amonnted  to  Tl,887. 

Xew  scavenging  districts  were  formed  for  Ileadlam  and  the  Ikunard 
Castle,  Darlington  Hoad  ])ortion  ot  the  Parish  ot  Marwood. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

A new  tip,  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  collected  from  Staindrop, 
was  provided  at  the  sonth  side  ot  Dunn  llonse  (Hniriies,  on  the  Ikunard 
( 'astle-Hisho])  Am  kland  Hoad.  This  ti]>  is  extremely  suitable,  being  an 
old  (Hiiury  Working,  and  should  accommodate  seveial  years  ti])pi)igs. 

The  (las  llonse  Lane  lii)  at  ^1  iddleton-in-Teesdale,  has  ])cen  closed, 
leaving  only  the  Jack  Scarr  tip  for  this  area. 

There  still  remains  8 tips,  provided  by  yon,  for  the  deposit  of  honse 

refuse. 

I must  again  paj’  mention  to  the  nnsnitable  clanses  in  the  agree 
ment  made  with  the  Scavenging  Contractors,  which  stipulate  that  wheie 
tips  are  not  provided  for  the  dejiosit  of  refuse,  they  shall  ])rovide  tlieir  own 
tij)  for  this  disposal.  Tlie  Contiactors  experience  great  difhculty  in  this  con- 
nection, and  instead  of  having  the  tipping  controlled,  refuse  is  s])read  over 
the  field,  which  to  say  the  least,  is  vciy  distracting  to  the  natiual  amenities 
ot  the  area  concerned. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


The  following  is  u slaieinent  of  the  uuiubei'  and  nature  of  inspec- 
tions made  during  the  year  under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws  in 
force  within  your  district. 

Visits. 


Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  G4‘) 

Housing'  Matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,132 

Sanitary  Accommodation,  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  ...  1,100 

Disinfection  and  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  80 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Shoi)s,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  02 

Scavenging  and  llefuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  2,38o 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IT 

( tlfeusive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  09 

Other  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  118 


Total  ...  0,8o4 


Summary  of  Notices  served. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of 
Informal  written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal  Notices 
by  order 
of  Authority 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice 

Dwelling-houses  Condition 







, { Structural  Defects 

70 

1 

38 

and  Schools  ( Overcrowding 

1 

liodging-houses 







Dairies  and  Milkshops 

7 

— 

0 

Cowsheds  ... 

0 



() 

Bakehouses 







Slaughter-houses 

9 

hJ 



9 

Ash-pits  and  Privies 

9 

1 

9 

Deposits  of  Eetuse  and  Manure 

8 



8 

AVater-closets 

1 



1 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

7 



0 

House  f defective  Traps 

— 

— 



• <f  Yo  Disconnection  from  Servers 

9 



9 

Otm  Faults 

20 



19 

AVater  Supply 

r, 

— 

5 

Pigsties 

1 



1 

Animals  Improi)erly  Kei)t  ... 

3 



!J 

Offensive  Trades 







Smoke  Yuisances 

o 



1 

Other  Nuisances 

20 



17 

A'erniinous  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

104 

124 
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■\VATEH,  FOOD  AND  DUTTGS. 


Xuinber. 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  nnfit  for  nse  ...  ...  •'} 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  1 

(’ouvictions  for  exi)osinp'  or  selliup-  Unwholesome  Food  • — 

Samples  of  Food  A Drug's  taken  for  Analysis  ...  — 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  ...  ...  ...  — 


rilECAUTIUNS  AGAINST 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  Numher. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stored  or  destroyed  ...  52 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  52 

Schools  do.  do.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prosecutions  for  exi)osures  of  infected  persons 

or  things  ...  — 

Convictions  for  do.  do.  do.  ...  — • 


Shops. 

Shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  to  ensuie  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Slio])s  Act,  1934,  were  being  com])iied  with  in  relation  to  Tem- 
l)crature,  Ventilation,  and  Sanitary  Accommodation.  No  breai'h  of  the 
regulations  was  noticed  to  give  rise  to  any  formal  procedure. 

Such  matters  requiring  attention  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
occuiiiers  in  an  informal  manner,  it  being  found  that  much  can  be  obtained 
by  persuasion. 

There  was  no  cause  to  make  any  siicial  report  to  you  on  this  subject, 
as  no  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  its  administration. 

Camping  Sites. 

No  licences  are  granted  by  you  for  Camping  vSites  within  your  area. 

One  apjilication  was  leceived  for  permission  to  use  a movealtle 
dwelling  on  a site  at  Ingleton,  but  this  was  refused. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  cases  of  nuisance  cau.S'C’d  by  smoke  came  under  observation 
during  the  year.  Fortunately  in  an  area  like  ours  little  time  is  necessary 
in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  none  provided  in  lie  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  cause  any  houses  to  be  disinfected 
for  the  destruction  of  Bed  Bugs,  during  the  year. 

Schools. 

Tlio  ('ouncil  8cho(d  at  Forc'st- in-Teesdale  has  been  connected  to  the 
Councirs  ualer  main,  from  llu'  Newbiggin  water  supj)Iy. 

'file  Sanitar_\’  Accommodation  and  A\hiter  Supplies  at  the  otlier 
Schools  in  your  area,  remain  without  alteration. 
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Housing. 

umber  oi'  new  bouses  erected  during'  llie  year  : — 

(I  ) J}y  IjocuI  Aulbority  — Ail 

(2)  ]ly  Private  Enterprise  — J8 

(d)  ]5v  A.E.II.A.  tbrougb 

'^tbeL.A.  — 18 

].  Inspcclion  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  gear: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-bouses  inspected  for  bousing 

defects  (under  Public  llealtb  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  -bJU 

(/>)  A*umber  of  inspections  made  for  tbe  purpose  ...  (Jdfl 

(-)  (a)  A umber  of  dwelling-bo  uses  (included  under  sub  bead 
(1)  above)  wbicb  were  inspceted  and  recorded  under 
tbe  Housing  Consolidated  Pegulations,  l!J2d  ...  1U7 

(h)  Xumber  of  inspections  made  tor  tbe  purpose  ...  ... 

(d)  AAunber  of  dwelling-bouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 
ous or  injurious  to  bealtb  as  to  be  unfit  tor  buman  babita- 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8(> 

(4)  Aumber  of  dwelling-bouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  tbe  j)receding  sub-bead)  found  not  to  be  in  ail  res- 
IK'cts  reasonably  fit  tor  buman  babitation  ...  ...  ")~ 

2.  RcineJg  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Serriee  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  detective  dwelling-bouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  74 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  tbe  Housing  Act, 

19d6  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-house  s in  respect  of  wbicb  notices  were 

served  rec;[uiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  dO 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-bouses  wbicb  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

( a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-bouses  in  respect  of  wbiib  notices 

were  served  rc(|uiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  wbicb  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  B j"  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  Id  of  tbe  Housing  Act, 

19d6  : 

(1  ) Number  of  dwelling-bouses  in  respect  of  wbicb  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-bouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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(d) — rroccediiig's  uudi>r  sec  tion  12  of  tlie  lIousiii<>'  Act,  1*J3G  : — 

(1)  Aumber  of  separate  teiienieuts  or  underground  rooms  in 

resi)ect  of  cvhicdi  Closing-  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Auniber  of  se])arate  fenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing-  Orders  were  deteiniined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having-  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a  ) — (i.)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  18(i 

(ii.)  Number  of  families  dwelling-  therein  ...  ...  ]8(i 

(iii.)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1,080 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  duiing  the  year  1 

(c)  — (i. ) Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  103 

(ii.)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  b-’)8 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 
* become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 

stejis  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  — 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  resjcect  to  overcrowding-  condi- 

tions upon  which  the  Medical  ( )fhcer  of  Health  may  consider 
it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Housing  (Rural)  Workers  Acts. 


(jood  i)rogress  was  made  during-  the  year  with  the  improvement  of 
property  for  the  Agricultural  Population  or  i)ersons  of  similar  economic  con- 
ditions, under  these  Acts. 

The  position  at  31st  December,  1938,  is  given  in  the  tabulated  state- 
ment below. 


Purposes  for 
which 
assistance 
required 

Number  of  Dwei. lings 
in  respect  of  -which  appli- 
cations for  grants  have  been: 

Assistance 
promised  by  the 
Council 

Assistance 
given  by  the 
Council 

Number  of 
dwellings 

made  to 
the 

Council 

refused 
by  the 
Council 

with- 
drawn 
by  the 
applicants 

Total 

amounts 

grants 

promised 

Number 

of 

dwellings 

concerned 

Total 
amounts 
of  grants 
paid 

No 

of 

dwellings 

concerned 

On  which 
work  has 
been 
finished 

On  which 
work  has 
been  com- 
menced 
but  not 
finished 

(i)  Conversion 
of  buildings  not 
previously  used 
as  dwellings  into 
dwellings 

14 

4 

0 

£1,000 

10 

£900 

9 

9 

1 

(li)  Improve- 
ment of  existing 
dwellings 

153 

5 

3 

£13,416 

115 

£9,319 

102 

104 

16 

(lii)  Total 

1()7 

9 

3 

£14,446 

155 

£10,219 

111 

113 

17 
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inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply. 

At  the  end  ot  the  year  tlie  total  number  of  farms  rephsiered  in  the 
Di-striet  was  794,  738  ])rodncinp‘  ordinary  milk  or  butter.  40  i)7'oducinp’ 
Accredited  milk,  and  Hi  ])i()ducinp  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

These  jiremises  were  examined  at  rep-ular  intervals,  and  alterations 
carried  out  to  cowsheds  in  accordance  with  sup'pestions. 

A Licence  was  granted  to  the  Bishop  Auckland  ( 'o-o])erative  Society 
Inmited,  to  \ise  the  designation,  “Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milk  retailed  in 
this  area. 

Out  of  the  40  Accredited  Producers,  10  bottle  milk  on  their  own  pie- 
mises,  and  4 of  the  10  T.T.  Prochicers  also  hold  a licence  for  this  jjuiposc. 

Milk  samples  were  procured  from  ])ersons  tryinp'  to  obtain  a licence 
to  prodiK'e  a desip'iiated  milk  supply,  and  in  the  majoiity  of  cases  these 
sani])les  were  satisfactory  at  the  first  test.  In  all  10  samples  were  taken, 
10  ])i()vinp’  satisfactoiy  uj)on  “tii st-time”  sam})linp‘. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


030  visits  were  made  to  slauphter-houses,  before,  durinp'  and  after 
slaug'hter,  and  inspections  carried  out  of  carcases  and  all  organs  before 
removal  fioni  the  premises. 

The  scattered  situation  of  the  the  slaughter-houses  rendei' the  inspec- 
tion of  all  meat,  “exposed  foi'  sale,”  an  accute  and  most  dithcull  problem. 
Slaughtering  takes  place  chiefly  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  in  eacdi  weedv, 
and  while  memorandum  02  (Poods),  being  a “system”  of  meat  ins])ection 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  ot  Health  for  adoption  hy  Local  Authorities, 
may  be  regarded  as  a first  essential  for  securing  uniformity  both  of  insjcec- 
tion  and  decision,  has  jeroved  veiy  valuable,  difficulty  has  been  found  due  to 
receiving  notice  of  intention  to  .slaughter  on  premises  miles  ajeart  at  times 
fixed  for  the  same  hour  on  particular  days. 

The  majority  of  animals  are  purchased  from  markets  at  Barnard 
('astle,  Darlington,  and  Bishoj)  Auckland,  and  most  cattle,  shec'p  and  ])igs 
aie  bi-ought  to  the  slaughter-houses  in  motor  vans. 

Isolated  cases  of  slaughtering  on  private  ])reniises  were  notified,  the 
aTiimals  .slaughtered  being  pigs.  These  were  examined  and  in  two  instances 
the  heads  were  affected  with  T.B.  and  surrendered. 

Ante-mortem  inspections  have  been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  and 
in  a number  of  ca.ses  judgment  of  the  live  animals  has  gone  far  to  locate  the 
origin  of  disease  found  in  the  carcase. 

Besults  of  post-mortem  examinations  and  the  number  of  carcases 
examined  are  shown  by  the  following  table. 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

233 

350 

2 

445 

319 

All  Diseases  Except 

Tube  i.culosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

7 

13  - 

— 

13 

— 

Percentageof  thenumber  affected 
with  disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

30 

3-7 

— 

2-9 

— 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

7 

31 

— 

— 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  tuberculosis 

3 4 

9 7 

— 

— 

0.2 

Of  the  1,849  carcases  exaiuii)C(l,  (SG  were  slauo'hlered  hy  occasional 
slauo-hter  and  5 by  emergency.  All  meat  found  to  be  diseased  was  volun- 
tarily surrendered  and  deslroyed  under  supervision,  Ihe  amounts  bein<>-: 


Meat  ...  ...  2,599  lbs. 

Offals  ...  ...  1,157  lbs. 

Total  ...  3,T5G  lbs. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1925. 

Notices. 

The  year  under  1 eview  was  the  18th  comjilete  annual  lecoi'd  of  tlie 
administiation  of  tliese  Ib'^idations. 

It  is  necessary  under  these  lleoulations  to  <^ive  notice  to  tlie  fjocal 
Authority  of  the  intention  to  slang’hter  animals  for  human  food.  lu're, 
howevei',  ]iersons  slan<>’ht(*r  animals  at  fixed  times  on  fixed  days  one  notice 
to  this  effect  will  .sutfice.  People  contra venin<>'  these  requirement. s aie 
])unishable  by  fine.  I have  found  that  this  condition  has  not  been  strictly 
adhered  to  in  the  jiast,  but  iinh'ss  attention  is  “iven  to  tliis  I will  be  conqielh'd 
to  make  a lepoit  to  ^on.  In  a district  so  widely  scattered  as  this,  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  exaniinim>'  whole  the  animals  slan<>'li(eied  without  lu'inj;’ 
imjieded  unnecessarily  in  1 his  dii ection  by  jiersons  killin<>’  on  days  in  contra- 
vention of  their  notices. 

Considerino’  the.se  re<>ulations  broadly,  however,  they  have  jiroved 
very  effective,  and  uork  thereunder  has  ])ro<>ressed  smoollily. 

Shops,  Stores,  etc. 

Shops  in  u.se  for  the  ]mi])ose  of  sellin<>’  meat,  and  comino’  u ithin  the 
scope  of  Part  V.  of  these  Pefiiilalions  are  fre([uently  ^■lslted  and  their  con- 
ditions have  been  found  (lean  and  satisfactory. 
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Transport  and  Handling, 

Tliero  are  no  wholesale  markets  tor  meal  in  your  area,  with  the 
result  very  little  hamlling  is  done.  The  transport  side  receives  my  chjsest 
attention  and  frequently  insjjeetions  are  carried  out  of  the  vans  as  the 
hutehers  are  doiii”'  their  rounds.  The  butchers  themselves  pive  this  matter 
their  closest  attention,  and  no  complaints  of  any  nature  hatl  to  be  made. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Theie  are  59  licensed  slauphter-men  i)ractisin^'  in  the  Area,  48 
slauphterinp-  at  registered  and  licensed  slaughter-houses.  Licences  to 
slaughter  animals  are  granted  for  periods  of  three  years. 

Mechanically  oi)erated  instiuments  are  used  tor  stunning  animals, 
but  as  yet  none  are  operated  by  electricity. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

24  slaughter-houses  exist  in  the  area,  4 are  registered  and  20  licensed. 

The  table  shows  the  slaughter-houses  registered  and  licensed  in  the 
District,  now  in  use. 


DlSTllICT. 

Butterknowle 
Cockfield  and  Ijands 
Copley 
Evenwood 

Etherley  and  Toft  Hill 
(iainford 
llamsterley 
Ingleton 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Staindroj) 

AVoodland 
4Vest  Auckland 

TOTAI. 


Slavgiitkk-iioisks. 
liicensed.  Itegistered. 


1 0 

3 U 
0 1 
0 1 

4 1 
2 0 
1 0 
1 0 
4 0 
2 0 
0 1 
2 0 

20  4 


One  new  slaughter-house  was  licenced,  this  being  at  Toft  Hill. 

The  slaughter-houses  are  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Verbal 
notice,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  has  been  found  quite  ample  to  rectify  any 
violation  of  the  law. 


Adulteration. 

Action  found  necessary  was  taken  by  Officers  of  the  County  Council 
operating  in  the  Area. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

V ith  the  exceiition  of  milk  sampling,  no  other  food  sampling  was 
found  necessary. 
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Nutrition. 


Dissemination  of  know  ledge  on  tlie  subject : None. 

Shell  Fish  (Moiluscan). 

Xo  sliell-fisli  beds  or  layings  are  situated  within  the  district. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

From  partierdars  given  in  the  Home  Office  Form  072,  it  will  be  seen 
that  notices  served  during  the  year  were  not  numerous,  this  we  attiibule  to 
the  legular  inspections  and  amicable  co-operation  with  the  management. 

( )f  the  09  insi)ections  made,  24  were  to  Factories  with  mechanical 
power,  2U  to  Factories  without  mechanical  ])ower,  and  lb  to  other  i)remises. 

There  are  no  outworkers  as  defined  by  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Acts  in  the  Area. 

Two  notices  were  served  for  Sanitary  Accommodation  and  remedied. 

Petroleum  Storage. 

There  are  ol  i)reniises  licensed  in  the  Area  for  tlie  storage  of  i)etro- 
leuni  spirit.  These  are  licensed  to  store  a total  of  4U,IU0  gallons,  and  the  total 
income  amounts  to  T2T  bs.  paid  annually  tor  these  licences. 

Only  eight  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  Carbide  of  Cal- 
cium, these  licences  i)erinit  the  storage  of  8,U0U  lbs.  and  bring  in  an  annual 
income  of  £2. 

Ins])ections  in  connection  with  the  above  were  of  an  informal  natuie 
and  received  my  closest  attention. 

CONCLUSION. 

Fi'om  the  foregoing  rc])ort  it  will  be  seen  tliat  all  the  branches  of 
the  Sanitary  Department  receive  my  closest  attention. 

I think  you  will  agiee  that  progress  in  many  directions  has  been 
made,  and  I hope  will  continue  to  be  made.  It  is  impossible  to  relax  our 
activities  in  the  administration  of  Public  Health  niatters.  The  i)ublic  are 
demanding  bettea'  housing  conditions,  adequate  and  wholesome  water 
su])[)lies,  niodein  sanitary  ai)pliances,  and  surely  these  demands  are  reason- 
able. 

It  is  up  to  us,  as  ])cople  entrusted  with  the  administration  and 
supervision  of  these  services,  to  see  that  they  are  extended  to  whole  (dasscs 
of  our  community,  and  in  tliis  direction  I must  thank  the  members  of  tlu' 
Council  and  officials  for  their  sincere  efforts. 

Trusting  that  the  j'ear  ahead  will  be  equally  as  successful  as  the 
year  reviewed, 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  GEOPGF  AIlDDFFToN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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